
Tips for all Thompson & Morgan plants
• Open packaging immediately on receipt and stand   

upright where appropriate.

• If plants seem dry, place roots in a tray of water for half 
 an hour (does not apply to dry bulb products).

• When growing in containers, don’t fi ll to the brim with 
compost. Leave up to 2.5cm (1in) of pot on show to 
allow for watering - leave 12mm (½ in) for small pots 
and cell trays.

• Pots should always have drainage holes, but place on 
saucers through summer for water retention.

• Always water prior to planting or potting on.

• Prepare soils well ahead of planting – dig in compost 
and slow release fertiliser, breaking the soil down to a  
crumbly texture.

• Avoid planting when soils are too wet or frozen.

• Acclimatise all indoor grown plants to outside   
conditions. Harden off by placing outside by day   
and back undercover each evening for 7-10 days. Plant 
seasonal summer plants outside after the last frost.
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Thank you for ordering from T&M

All you need for the 
best displays

•  Easy to use, one-off 
single application

•  Enjoy healthy 
and vigorous 
green foliage

• Cost-effective 
and long-lasting

• 400% more fl owers

Easy to use, one-off 

•  Premium 
multi-purpose

•  Promotes strong
root growth

• Supports healthy  
 fl owers and foliage
• Awarded two  
 Which? Best Buys 
 in 2016

 fl owers and foliage
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incredicompost®

We have sent your plants at just the right time for planting out or potting on. Please read the relevant instructions 
on this leafl et to ensure the best establishment and ongoing performance in your garden. For detailed aftercare and 
instructions of specifi c plants see individual plant listings and growing guides at www.thompson-morgan.com

Planting Instructions

Plug plants
Summer and winter/spring 
bedding: Our summer fl owering 
plugs are best grown on in warm 
conditions before setting outside 
after the last frost. The optimum 
temperature is 10-15C. Slightly 
cooler temps will slow down growth but keep it 
compact. Warmer temps will make plants grow 
faster but can cause them to become leggy and 
weak.  As soon as possible upon receipt, ease 
each plug from its tray, handling by the leaves, 
not stem. Set individually into 7cm (3in) pots or 
large cell trays fi lled with incredicompost®. Pinch 
the compost around the plugs to fi rm in. To water 
and settle, place in a tray of water until compost 
darkens then allow to drain. Allow the compost 
surface to dry between watering. If growing on the 
windowsill, turn plants regularly to prevent them 
stretching towards the light. Most annual bedding 
plants respond well to pinching out: remove 
growing tips above the 3rd or 4th leaf to encourage 
side shoots and more fl owers through the season. 
Plants should not need feeding for 4 weeks after 
potting. At this stage pot on again or plant out 
(if conditions allow). We recommend the use of 
incredibloom® at this stage. Just one application 
at planting time will provide everything your plants 
need for the full season ahead. Harden off for 7-10 
days ready for planting out after the last frost. 
Autumn and winter bedding plugs should 
be grown the same way, acclimatised ready for 
planting out in September/October.
Perennials/shrubs: Treat as described for 
bedding. Harden off and plant out when roots can 
be seen through drainage holes.

Garden Ready plants

These are large, superior plug 
plants, sent to you ready for direct 
planting in the garden. They are 
frost tender so must be protected 
if late frosts are forecast. For 
the best establishment, work 
incredicompost® and incredibloom®  
fertiliser into the growing area. These 
will also give you the best results in containers too. 
Alternatively opt for regular liquid feeds through the 
season, starting at 6 weeks after planting.

Pre-planted baskets and pots

We’ve taken the hard work 
out of creating wonderfully 
colourful displays. Just 
position our planted baskets 
and pots where you will most 
enjoy their seasonal colour. 
Then all you need do is water 
them and wait for the display. 
Offer a regular liquid feed 
through the season or apply a topdressing of 
incredibloom® ahead of placing on display. This 
should provide everything your plants need for the 
whole season. Protect your summer containers 
from late spring frosts.

Bare root perennials, trees 
and shrubs 

These plants are lifted from the 
nursery fi eld when dormant, and 
sent to you in late autumn or 
spring for planting. They often look 
dead on arrival, but they are just 
resting and will establish quickly 
for a strong start in the garden. 
Don’t allow bare roots to dry out. If roots look dry 
on receipt, soak in a bucket of water for half an 
hour. Set out in prepared soil in holes wide enough 
and deep enough to lay out the roots. Tread down 
the planting soil to knock out air pockets. Apply a 
mulch to protect roots from cold temperatures.
Perennials: The growth points of most bare root 
perennials should be set about an inch below the 
soil surface. New growth will appear in late spring.
Trees and shrubs: Set these at the same level 
as they were in the nursery fi eld – you should see 
a soil line at the base of the stem. Stake trees 
to prevent root disturbance.Alternatively pot on 
bare root plants in incredicompost® and grow 
on in frost-free conditions until roots are well 
established.

Container grown perennials, 
trees and shrubs 

5cm (2in) pots: These should 
be potted on into 9cm (3½in) 
pots fi lled with incredicompost®  
and grown on until they 
establish strong roots. 
9cm (3½in) pots: Grow on 
for planting out or potting on 
anytime between April and 
September.
1 litre pots and larger: These 
mature plants can be planted 
out or potted on into larger patio 
containers at any time of year but 
watch out for late spring frosts in 
their fi rst year in your garden  
Some of our perennials, trees 
and shrubs may require winter 
protection, check individual 
online/catalogue listings.

Tree Fern (Dicksonia antarctica)

Planting out: Soak the base of the trunk and set in 
soil just deep enough to ensure the plant remains 
stable. Grow in a sheltered spot outdoors or in 
containers in the conservatory in bright, fi ltered light 
with moderate humidity. Use a loam-based ericaceous 
compost, adding about 20% multipurpose compost 
for additional humus. 
Watering and feeding: Tree Ferns enjoy high levels 
of rainfall and humidity. Regularly spray the entire 
crown and stem with water, even after establishment. 
A liquid fertiliser can be applied in the same way from 
the second year after planting. Avoid feeding in the 
fi rst year to encourage root development. During hot 
weather the trunk should be watered daily to maintain 
adequate moisture levels. 
Winter protection: Dicksonia antarctica is hardy to 
-5°C (23°F). To protect it from cold winter weather, pack 
the crown with straw in late autumn before tying up the 
fronds and wrapping the entire plant and stem with 
horticultural fl eece. Unwrap it once or twice throughout 
winter to turn the straw and discourage mould. 

What next? For aftercare of specifi c plants, see individual listings and 
growing guides at www.thompson-morgan.com

incredibloom®
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Please note:
Most of the plants we offer are recent introductions 
and therefore are protected by Plant Breeder’s 
Rights. Propagation of any of these varieties is 
illegal.

© 2017 Thompson & Morgan  TM17029.04 / IFS:70828

Helpful online tutorials o

n l i n e

watch

Check our website www.thompson-morgan.com  
for expert advice and ‘how-to’ videos on subjects 
including what to do with your plants when 
they arrive, preparing your garden soil, planting 
into Flower PouchesTM, hanging baskets and 
containers, pest prevention, pruning and more.

Create an online account to get the most from 
Thompson & Morgan. In addition to receiving our 
enewsletters, you'll get timely tips and exclusive 
money saving offers you won't find anywhere else. 

Why not follow us on Twitter and 
Facebook?

Roses
Our roses are supplied either 
root-wrapped or bare root 
and should be planted asap. 
If conditions prevent this, set 
roughly into loose soil or a 
pot of compost (‘heeling in’). 
Roses prefer a soil rich in 
organic matter so add plenty 
of compost and/or manure to 
the area before planting, also mixing in a general 
purpose fertiliser. Trim thick roots back to 25cm 
(10in) and set in a hole large enough to take the 
roots without bend or cramping them. Back fill and 
tread down to knock out air gaps, aiming to set 
the plant at the same depth as it was growing at 
the nursery - a soil mark should be evident on the 
stem base. Mulch around the plants with compost 
or manure. No pruning is needed after planting.  
For later pruning advice see www.thompson-
morgan.com/how-to-grow-roses 

Clematis and other climbers
Plugs: If your clematis or other 
climber is supplied as a plug, 
treat as described for bedding 
and perennials, Pinch out growing 
tips to encourage side shoots 
and a fuller plant. Plugs supplied 
in spring and summer should 
be grown on and planted out 
in autumn. Autumn and winter 
supplied plugs should be kept frost 
free and planted out in spring.
7-11cm potted plants: These 
should be potted on into 
larger containers filled with 
incredicompost®. These are also 
best pinched out in the early 
stages of growth. Ideally grow on 
in containers for the first season, 
keeping plants frost free over 
winter. Plants supplied in spring and 
summer should be grown on and planted out in 
autumn. Autumn and winter supplied plants should 
be kept frost free and planted out in spring.
1 litre pots and larger: These mature plants 
can be planted out or potted on into larger patio 
containers at any time of year, but watch out for late 
spring frosts and drying winter winds – choose a 
sheltered spot. Most clematis prefer their roots in 
the shade and shoots in the sun.   
Most of our clematis and other climbers are suited 
to container growing. Use large pots filled with 
incredicompost®, then feed each spring with 
incredibloom® for best results. Pruning advice 
varies according to variety, for details visit:  
www.thompson-morgan.com/how-to-grow-clematis

Plants and pets
Do not encourage dogs to eat garden plants, 
even if you know the plants in question to be safe 
for them to eat. This could encourage them to try 
other plants in the garden that may cause them 
harm. For a full list of plants poisonous to dogs, 
visit www.kennelclub.org.uk and search ‘plants’.
Cats are also prone to plant poisons. Lily pollen 
poses the biggest threat in UK gardens. For a 
full list of plants poisonous to cats visit the Cats 
Protection website: www.cats.org.uk/bedford/
feature-pages/plants-poisonous-to-cats

Keeping you informed

What next?
For aftercare of specific plants, see 
individual listings and growing guides 
at www.thompson-morgan.com

Bulbs, corms and tubers
Always plant bulbs and corms with the pointed 
growing tip facing upwards. If it isn’t clear which is 
the top then look out for the hair-like roots and take 
these as the bottom of the bulb/corm. If you are 
still unsure, try planting the bulbs on their side. For 
further advice visit www.thompson-morgan.com/
how-to-grow-bulbs.  
Spring, winter and autumn flowering bulbs 
(delivered Aug-Dec) 
are best planted from September unless soils are 
waterlogged or frozen. In this instance remove 
from packing and lay out in a dry cool spot until 
conditions improve. Also do this with bulbs 
delivered in August.
Summer flowering bulbs (delivered Jan-April). 
These are dellivered in spring and should be potted 
up and grown in frost-free conditions until after 
the last frost. Most bulbs prefer a sunny or semi-
shaded position in well-drained soil.  
Planting: Add grit and compost to heavy clay soils 
to improve drainage. As a general rule, planting 
depths should be three times the height of the bulb. 
Spacing should be three times the width of the bulb 
(5 times the width for larger bulbs). On heavy soils 
add coarse sand to planting hole bases to improve 

drainage. Push bulbs firmly in (pointy end up) to 
avoid air pockets, refill and firm down. Water once 
all bulbs are in place. Alternatively plant in pots 
filled with incredicompost® or specialist bulb fibre.
Begonia tubers: Start off indoors from February 
onwards. Set in trays of compost, or individually in 
small pots hollow side up, keeping tops exposed. 
Keep in a cool greenhouse or on a windowsill, 
aiming for slow, compact growth. Water the 
compost not the tubers. Plant out when frosts 
have finished. Pots can be planted up earlier and 
hardened off before moving outside. 
Dahlias: Treat similarly to begonias but cover the 
whole tuber when potting/planting, leaving the 
remnants of last years flower stalk just below the 
surface.
Corms: Planting depths vary, use the chart here or 
check specific online product listings for details.
Bulbs ‘in the green’: supplied in growth without 
compost for immediate planting on 
receipt (right). Set in prepared soil or 
containers to the soil mark on the bulb 
stems. If delayed do not allow roots to 
dry, and keep out of sunlight. 
Please note: Hyacinth bulbs can cause 
mild irritation, we advise using gloves 
when handling them.

Bulb/Tuber Planting 
Depth Bulb Spacing Position

Allium bulbs 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Full sun

Anemone coronaria bulbs 5cm (2in) 10cm (4in) Full sun (soak for 24 hours before planting)

Begonia tubers 1cm (½in) 30cm (12in) Full sun, semi shade, dappled shade

Bluebells bulbs 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Dappled shade

Chionodoxa bulbs 7.5cm (3in) 7.5cm (3in) Full sun, semi shade

Crocosmia corms 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Full sun, semi shade

Crocus bulbs 10cm (4in) 7cm (3in) Full sun, semi shade

Cyclamen corms 2.5cm (1in) 10-15cm (4-6in) Dappled or semi shade

Daffodil bulbs 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Full sun, semi shade

Dahlia tubers 15cm (6in) 45cm (18in) Full sun

Fritillaria imperialis bulbs 12.5cm (5in) 20cm (10in) Full sun

Fritillaria meleagris 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Full sun, dappled shade

Fritillaria persica 12.5cm (5in) 20cm (10in) Full sun

Gladious corms 10cm (4in) 15cm (6in) Full sun

Hyacinth bulbs 10cm (4in) 8cm (3in) Full sun, semi shade

Iris reticulata bulbs 10cm (4in) 8cm (3in) Full sun

Ixia bulbs 15cm (6in) 20cm (8in) Full sun

Lily bulbs 20cm (8in) 15cm (6in) Full sun, semi shade see ’Plants and Pets’ note.

Narcissus bulbs 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Full sun, semi shade

Nerine bulbs 5cm (2in) 5cm (2in) Full sun

Polianthes tuberosa tubers 10cm (4in) 15-20cm (6-8in) Full sun

Ponerorchis tubers 2.5cm (1in) 7cm (3in) Dappled shade

Proiphys (Jasmine Lily) bulbs 15cm (6in) 13cm (5in) Dappled shade

Puschkinia bulbs 10cm (4in) 7.5cm (3in) Full sun, dappled shade

Schizostylis bulbs 5cm (2in) 30cm (12in) Full sun

Snowdrop bulbs 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Dappled shade

Sparaxis bulbs 10cm (4in) 10cm (4in) Full sun

Tree Lily bulbs 20cm (8in) 15cm (6in Full sun, semi shade

Tulip bulbs 15cm (6in) 13cm (5in) Full sun

Winter Aconite bulbs 5cm (2in) 5cm (2in) Full sun, semi shade, dappled shade
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